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MONTANA PUBLIC TELEVISION PREMIERS LOCAL CHILDREN’S SERIES
MISSOULA“How the West is Fun,” Montana Public Television’s new children’s educational
series, debuts on Sunday, April 4, at 6 p.m. The series has been produced by KUFM-TV, the
public television station based at The University of Montana.
“How the West is Fun” uses Montana middle school students as hosts. The students
meet interesting people, participate in fun activities and learn about the history of the West.
The students, from Missoula’s Washington Middle School and Arlee schools, also learn about
subjects such as math, science and geography.
“PBS has a long history of excellence in children’s programming,” said William
Marcus, KUFM-TV station manager. “This series is an opportunity to include a local angle.
Kids are naturally curious, and they will learn from watching their peers. We think they will
enjoy these programs and learn some Western history, too.”
In addition to learning activities, the show includes historical profiles featuring
important figures from the past. The program also provides an opportunity for students to use
their sharpest skills at this age - their senses of humor. The show includes parodies of
commercials in between segments. There also is a puzzle to solve, and a speedy recap of the
action with “The Fastest Review in the West.”
“The show’s philosophy reinforces the middle-school approach to education by using
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hands-on activities,” said Harriet Mell, a seventh-grade teacher at Washington Middle School.
“The ability to take ordinary classroom students and capture his or her unique personality on
camera is exciting to watch.” Mell is one of the teachers who helped design the teacher’s
guides that will accompany the programs.
The first episode of “How the West is Fun” is titled “Explorers.” In it, middle-school
students travel to Great Falls and meet the Lewis and Clark Honor Guard, learning how
difficult it was to be an explorer back in the 1800s. Next they visit the Flathead Indian
Reservation to learn about tribal explorers, since American Indians explored this land long
before Lewis and Clark arrived. Finally, the students get to do some exploring of their own by
learning the sport of orienteering. Check local listings for broadcast times.
KUFM’s John Twiggs is producing the programs. His 12 years in broadcasting bring a
varied background to the project. He created the pilot program after coming to Missoula to
complete his master’s degree. While researching educational programs on television, he
learned middle-school students are an under served audience.
“The kids’ wide variety of personalities, energy and creativity make the shows fun to
watch,” Twiggs said. “I think that comes across in these programs, and kids can relate to
that.”
Twiggs has worked with the middle-school age group for the past five years. In
addition to the “How the West is Fun” series, he produced two documentaries aimed at
students in this age group, “Growing Up in Japan” and “Living in the Moment.”
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